
Infinity Newsletter

Several years ago, 4 issues of a publication called the Infinity Newsletter were located as follows:
#48 - October-December 1956
#49 - January-March 1957
#50 - May-August
#51 - September-December 1957
The publication was produced by Haughton Barlow of Waterbury, Connecticut under the banner of Barlow Studio. The full title of the publication based upon the banner is "Barlow Studio's International Infinity Newsletter." Also from the banner is the fact that the publication was "Established 1945." Of the issues in hand, the dominant topic is flying saucers, though other Fortean topics are discussed. 
Issue #48, page 7 provides some insight into Barlow's beginnings of this publication, saying  "1945.....I started a Newsletter , full of oddities (like the 'Foo-Fighters", etc.) for my friends. Barlow Studio was established."  Now this would mean that the publication existed before the flying saucer era began and covered the topic from the Foo-Fighters onward, making it one of the few Fortean periodicals to deal with odd aerial phenomena at that time. When the modern era of flying saucers started on June 24, 1947, Barlow wondered if an Arnold flying disc was a "A SOLID Foo-Fighter." He stated, "I took more of an interest in the 'Saucers' than any  other phenomena." In July, Barlow said his newsletter "contacted serious, interested persons all around the world..." He felt that the file of oddities he had built since 1942 was "invaluable," so at this point he started an organization, "UFO Center," as an adjunct to his operations. 
Barlow wanted to pass his "Interplanetary Theory"  about saucers along to the public through a column he wrote for a national magazine but he was disallowed. Partly due to this, he resigned from the national publication "over policy" in 1948. During the 1947-1956 period, Barlow said he was "as busy as is humanly possible" with his UFO Center and in 1956 he decided to make his private newsletter a public one. As far as can be determined there were no issues after #51.
Lengthy lists of sighting reports were given but were not very well-referenced as to sources. However, with considerable effort most of these lists of reports could be traced to sources eventually with specific dates and places of incidents provided.
A few readers asked interesting bibliographic questions of Barlow in issue #49 (January-March 1957). Were back issues available? None prior to number 48. One reader explained that he read Barlow's periodical before 1945 when it was called "The Planet." Barlow explained that was about 1941. There was also a Barlow book manuscript that was not published due to a disagreement between him and his publisher. Barlow intended it to be a "serious Textbook" while his publisher felt it required "Sensationalizing." Barlow said he would publish it himself but there is no sign he ever did.
For completists on the history of the UFO controversy, Barlow's activities at the dawn of the flying saucer era would put the Infinity Newsletter among the historically more important publications. Only the Fortean Society publication, Doubt, was thought to be operating prior to 1947 in reporting strange aerial phenomena. Barlow was discussing Foo-Fighters at the time news of them was hitting the press in late 1944. 
The problem we have here is that there are no available issues of the newsletter prior to #48. Numerous checks have been submitted to the Library of Congress, WorldCat, Internet searches, local and regional libraries near Waterbury, Connecticut and in the Connecticut State Library. When some of Barlow's files were put up on eBay in 2014, a few photos were posted to illustrate the holdings. While pages of the newsletter were shown, none appeared to be of any other than the four issues we have in hand. Several scrapbooks showing family information did not show anything about aerial phenomena.  Because Barlow explained that when he started the publication it was "for my friends," it likely meant that few of the early issues were produced in any quantity. 
So, where are these issues of Infinity Newsletter before October-December 1956? Where are issues of "The Planet" before 1945? Where is Barlow's book manuscript? 

Barry Greenwood
May 11, 2019

Attachments: Photos from 2014 eBay sale.
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